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What is it?

Curated, Online, Free

Photo Archive, Operating According

Creative Commons 3.0 standard

Name it, Use it for Anything



Fortepan Launch

20 August 2010

About 5000 images (not annotated, 
but in chronological order

Today: 52 308 images

(annotated, searchable)







A Chain of 
Autonomies



Curating

Several possible versions

The concept of the

„meaningful photograph”



Chronological Scope

Fortepan

1900-1990

As a mnatter of fact,

now earler images, too.

But not later.



Geographical Scope

Hungary

Greater Hungary (before 1920)

Austro-Hungarian Monarchy

Recent Change:

Hungarian Tourists in the World













Year One
Launch, with the support of

Open Society Archives (server capacity)

Being contected by dozens of volunteers,

who find out facts on people, places

Donors started to contact Fortepan



Year Two
Upgrading: search capabilities appear

Business offers appear (all rejected)

Family donations appear

Prize of Budapest Monthly for the Founders



Year Three
Exponential popularity growth

Familiy donations don’t seem to stop

Fortepan is dicovered by coursebook writers



Year Four
Contract With Summa Artium Foundation,

to have administrative and financial background

The origins of Fortepan Iowa Project



Year Five
The Launch of Iowa Fortepan Project

(University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls)

Tipping Point:

Alliance with the Municipal Archives, 
Budapest







1500 images of György Klösz, pivotal

photograher of fin de siecle

Why imoprtant?

Trend Setting









Method of Publication

Large, monthly chunks of about 2000 
images each

Newsletter heralding the content,

usually from 10-12 donors



Development Stages

Isolated images

►Finds

►Private archives

►Free access revolution



The Joys of a

Recent Find















The Latest
Upgrade:

„versos”









The Greatest Living Poetess





A Never

Ending

Story



Aradi Alice, Baráth Endre,

Gál László, Lajtai László,

Négyesi Pál, Németh Tamás,

Pálinkás Zsolt, Péter Gábor,

Simon Gyula, Szepessy Ákos,

Miklós Tamási, András Török,

Varga János, Varga F. János


