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Was ist die DDB? 

About…



The German Digital Library

is dedicated to establishing free online access to 

Germany’s cultural and scientific heritage and 

ensuring that the general public

can view, free of charge,

the digital inventories of

German cultural and scientific institutions.

Our Mission



Strong Partners:
Network of Competence DDB:
13 GLAM institutions

6 Sparten:
2 archives, 5 scientific libraries, 1 media library, 1 research facility, 3 museums, 
1 mixed faciclity

Additional Partners:
Development backend:

Institute for intelligent Analysis and Information Systems (IAIS)

Technical operator and development frontend:
Leibniz Institute for Information Infrastructure GmbH

Network of Competence



84 archives



20 libraries



89 museums



21 media libraries, care an preservation 
institutions and research facilities 



Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek
Network of Cultural Heritage Institutions

 2310 Institutions

 6 Sparten

 217 Data Providers

 18,1 Mio. Contents

 archival documents, books, 
paintings, manuscripts, 
historical maps, drawings, 
photographies, films&videos, 
musical scores, prints, audio
files, monuments asf.

 Application programming
Interface (API)

 Partner sites: Archivportal D

 virtual exhibitions

 Legal status shown with any
content

 Link to source



 Central point of access to digital objects from

cultural heritage and science facilities

 Inter-disciplinary

 cross media (archives, libraries, museums, medialibraries
monument preservation, science)

 National Data Aggregator for Europeana

 Cooperative network (joint venture) of cultural heritage
and research & science institutes (KWE) in Germany

 promotes collaboration between its members

 Serviceprovider for IT-tools, Workshops and general
information

 Platform for data and services

 Linked Open Data

 open gateways and interfaces

 data enrichment

Deutsche Digitalen Bibliothek: assignment



 General public

 non-professional interest

 consuming and co-operative use

 e.g. virtual exhibitions, travel guides, local history, 
genealogy …

 Science

 cultural sciences and humanties

 research and discovery tool, analysis, proof of evidence
and verification, 

 Education

 teachers and students

 e.g. collaborative use

 Cultural heritage institutions

 range of visibility and attention

 re-use of data and services

 Cooperation and collaboration

Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek: target groups



Funding

and

organisational structures



• a network of cultural and scientific institutions (supported by 
federal, state and local authorities)

• joint Bund-Laender project: the German federal government 
and German states

• not yet an independent legal entity 

• the Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation acts on behalf of  

the ‚Kompetenznetzwerk Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek‘

• ideas about establishing a legal corporation are in discussion

• in 2014: DDB has been evaluated by a scientific commission

• results will be integrated into the next steps of development

Legal Status – Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek



Funding from

• „Konjunkturprogramm II“  until end of  2011: 7,8 M€
(technical development, Fraunhofer IAIS, FIZ 
Karlsruhe)

• federal government and the 16 Laender: 2,6 M€/p.a. 
(according to an agreement signed by ministers,
run time: 2011-2015)

• the federal government in 2013: 1 M€ plus 0.3 M€ by
Laender governments to proceed from beta to

release state

. . . Where comes the money from ? 

Meißner Groschen: Gegenstempel Korbach, Lippstadt, Warburg 

https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/item/NJLNQTD7CP47NMYT345XJEIMKO2BSJJ4

Overall funding of 26.8 M€ since 2007



• central administrative office

• organisational and economic management, rights in the digital 

world, public relation and communication, editorial content & 

social media management 

• contact points carried by the our service centre and domain 
specific service desks

• assistance and support for cultural and scientific institutions, 

initial contact, data clearing, publication

• working groups within the network of competence

• technical developement, ranking, presentation/front end, 

communication, innovation

Organisational Structures



- service centre (at the DNB  - technical coordinator)

- domain specific service desks cover all sectors of cultural content 
within  the Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek : 

• archives

• libraries

• monument protection

• Research and science

• media and film

• museums

Service centre and domain specific service 
desks



A few facts & figures about
content and users



Growth of DDB content



Groth of DDB dataproviders



Unique users of DDB website per day



Strategy 2016-2020



Vision

The vision of the German Digital Library is to reliably and 
independently provide access to digital cultural heritage in 
Germany.

For this we cross-link multi-discipline digital content and 
collections of German cultural and science institutions and 
allow free access to our cultural heritage and culture via the 
Internet.



Prior activities

1. Expansion of content and data providers

2. Optimization of data processes

3. Extension of our data platform 

4. Increase in user satisfaction 

5. Improvement of data quality 

6. Increase of range

7. expansion of the search space 

Supporting Activities

1. Building Consulting and Learning offers

2. Improvement of the framing conditions esp. copyright law

3. Extension of our network

4. Communication and marketing activities

Our plans for the next years (rough overview)



www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de
geschaeftsstelle@deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de

Stay informed and follow us on:

@ddbkultur

Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek



Back up

How it works…..



How it works - technical structure

Frontend

Backend

full text index repository

technical 

operator



Archivportal-D

DDB Backend („Cortex“)

open application programming onterface (API)

DDB Frontend (portal)

Application programming interface (API)

Archivportal-DArchivportal-D
Archivportal-D

and further
applictations

mobile apps





advanced search









end


